Callahan’s main street, Dixie
Avenue, is shown before the
advent of power and
telephone poles. This turn-of-
the-century glimpse between
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was for years the center of
trade in the community. Here
was the Andres Restaurant,
the newspaper, a blacksmith
and livery, Picketts General
Store, doctors offices,
drugstore, and the Boothe
House.

n an old journal, carefully preserved among
the historical files of Callahan Baptist
Church, are written the records of Sharon
Baptist Church which first met on May 25,
1841. In 1941, a 100th anniversary church
paper read, “Just 20 years after Spain ceded
Florida to the United States, a small group met....at
Sharon, Nassau County, East Florida .... and
constituted the church. Florida was then just a territory.

Sharon Baptist charter members, believed to have
first met in a log cabin, included John Higginbotham,
John Jones, Mary Ann Jones, Elizabeth Jones,
Elizabeth Crozier, Nancy Hagans, Hester Lawther,
Henry F. Parmeter, Charity Tanner, Martha Bleach,
Elenor Higginbotham, Salma Willis, and Anna Tyner.
Mysteriously, no further references to Sharon have
been uncovered, not until the next decade when
construction of the Florida Railroad brought signs of
development and a new name for the settlement.

By 1854, the firm of McDowell and Callahan had
been commissioned by the Florida Railroad for
construction of bridges and roadbed on the pioneering
line. Daniel Callahan had been living at Fernandina in

1854 and 1855, preparing for the massive project.
Construction began and, in time, the railroad

completed from three miles east of Harts Road (Yulee),

to a point four miles west of the settlement of old
Sharon, by November of 1856. The more difficult
and time consuming bridge construction at the Amelia
River and the many streams in the low lands of the
coastal area would go on for some time. Construction
through Sharon was finished in the fall of 1856 with
Daniel Callahan there as an active participant in the
construction of the railroad.

More then a hundred years later, a lifelong resident
of western Nassau County, Mamie Cross Jones, related
a story from her youth. She recalled that when she
was young an elderly Julian Jones told her the story of
the construction of the railroad, and of an old Irish
gentleman who was a construction gang leader by the
name of Daniel Callahan. Julian Jones related that
Callahan moved on down the line after construction
was complete near the settlement, but made a favorable
impression on the inhabitants of the area. Soon all
“the natives around got to sayin’, let’s all go to
Callahan.”
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Thus we have the first recorded recollection of the
community as Callahan. It is hard to say .whether
Callahan’s behavior actually won him the honor of
having this spot along the new railroad named for him
or if it wasn’t becoming tradition to name railroad towns
after those associated with its construction, such as Yulee
and Bronson. The name, however, caught on and by 1858
U.S. Postal Records show the establishment of the first
post office at Callahan, Florida - Mr. Dowhng becoming
the first postmaster.

Daniel Callahan remained in Nassau County and
possibly the local community to build and, it appears,
operate a mill in the vicinity of the original depot site

in Callahan, south of the tracks. Eventually he moved
on, probably constructing railroads in other areas. By
1871, his partner, William McDowell, by this time a
resident of Baltimore, appointed Callahan as his “true
and lawful Attorney,” citing. Callahan’s residence as
Savannah, Georgla The two partners, by that time,
were still attempting to secure financial settlement with
the bankrupt Florida Railroad Company. About that
time the partnership of Callahan and McDowell would
sell 501.52 acres Nathaniel S. Upchurch of Callahan,
exact location of the property unknown.

The 1856 arrival of the railroad system through this
interior settlement brought with it access to the outside

Pictured is Henry Clay Pickett and his family at their home south of Callahan. From left to right
(rear) were Will Brandies, Elworth, and Lewis Pickett. From left center is Memie Pickett,
Desdemona Pickett, Henry Clay Pickett, Emily Denora Braddock Pickett, Grace Pickett, Lena
Pickett, and John Pickett. In front is Ira Brandies, Martha Pickett, and Willie Pickett . Henry Clay
Pickett was the son of John S. Pickett (who with several of his sons, including Henry, served in the
Civil War), and grandson of Seymour and Rebecca Pickett who first came to Florida about 1800.
Seymour was issued a Spanish land grant in 1803 on land south of what became Callahan, and later,
after 1821, built and lived there at Hodquins, the Pickett plantation. The site was on what today is
called Pickett Road, one mile south of Callahan. Seymour and his wife were possibly the first white

settlers of the Callahan area.

Jean Hodges Mizell Collection

200



world previously available only to settlements along
the rivers. Callahan and all that wished to settle along
the new tracks, had available to them the markets of
Fernandina and beyond. With this opportunity came
new settlers and fairly rapid development.

Early religious history of Callahan is sketchy, with
the exception of the Baptist and Methodist
congregations. The Town of Callahan was cited in
Ripley’s Believe It Or Not as having a tiny parish of
the Catholic Church, perhaps the smallest known.
Though a Catholic Church was not established in west
Nassau County until the 1950’s, a small group of
Catholics did reside in Callahan and the O’Donald
family is believed the source of the Ripley notation.
Within the O’Donald Cemetery located just north of
Callahan on the present US 301, “there was a tiny
chapel said to seat around six persons,” according to
Mrs. T.B. Wells’ “History of Town of Callahan.” She
stated the “it was burned along with the undergrowth
in the cemetery” (many years ago). The markers were
moved to Jones Cemetery in the early 1960’s, and attest
to the existence of these early pioneers to the area.

“Hannah O’Donald died, Sept. 20, 1861"
John E. O’Donald died July 24, 1883"
Anna O’Donald, died July 15, 1880"

Hannah and John were young when they died, 22
and 16 years; Anna was 80 years of age. This certainly
says that not all the O’Donald’s are buried in Callahan,
but the family of Catholics certainly existed here in
Callahan or Sharon’s early years. '

During this early development, Callahan prospered,
not only because of the railroad, but also because of
the added advantage of traffic along the Kings Highway
which had been there some 90 years. This road,
sometimes called the ‘Georgia Post Road,” carried a
great deal of the land traffic from Peninsular Florida
to the Savannah and Charleston areas. The heavily
traveled route, combined with the railroad, spurred
migration and made Callahan sort of a hub, or
economic center for the many outlying communities
which sprang up. Along the old highway, and surely
here in this settlement, there were traveler’s carriage

houses, inns, or private homes that took in travelers. -

There were no newspapers closer then Fernandina that
would have given us a ledger of 1850’s Callahan. Just
occasional correspondences to Fernandina papers
telling of any important happening.

The community was in its infancy when growth of
any kind was interrupted by-the War Between the

States, which wrecked the Florida Railroad along much
of its route. Fernandina was captured in March' of
1862, and the remainder of coastal Florida was taken
or blockaded shortly thereafter. Near all inhabitants
along the coast abandoned their farms and plantations
and escaped to the safety of the interior. In this respect,
Callahan was fortunate; she gained new residents and
was fairly well protected from Union aggression.
Rarely did the Yanks let themselves become vulnerable
to the regular Confederate forces or locals, many of
whom had become excellent snipers.

But some penetrations were made into the pine
forests by Yankee troops, as related by Union records
of 1862. A detachment of cavalry was sent north from
Trout Creek to Callahan where they “captured and
destroyed two cars loaded with railroad iron (and)
destroyed the telegraph office fixtures and appa}atus.
Some 20 horses and mules were taken; some 200 small
arms of different kinds, about 2000 cartridges, and
several large jars of powder. At the same time “they
also arrested two men, Jos. Hagans and Washington
Broward, burned the Wingate house, and drove off a
number of cattle.” Records tell of two other incidences
in this area during the war. One took place in late July
of 1862 when the Federals announced that they
captured a locomotive -and seven cars (four box and
three platform) near Callahan.

In January of 1865, nearing the end of the war, there
is a lengthy account of a Naval officer and his men
who sailed up the Nassau River towards a landing near
Callahan. Their orders were to proceed to Callahan
and procure the tax records and information from the -
County Clerk. It was during this period that the County
Seat had been moved to Kings Ridge, 5 miles north of
Callahan, to provide protection from Union forces in
Fernandina. However, this invasion of the County’s
property was successful.

The party of men arrived at Holmes Mill on the
river on the 12th. On the 13th they anchored off of
Gassawuay Creek. From here they went ashore and
into the interior. They reached “the home of Mr.
Sheffield, having crossed the railroad track, and at 3:00
p.m..... started on our route....directly down the Florida
Railroad. Crossed the Bridge over Boggy River at
4:30 and stopped for the night to close in. At 6:30
again commenced our journey and at 8:00 reached the
town of Callahan. Reached our destination (Mr.
Higginbotham is County Clerk of Nassau County) at

~ 9:30 and made him a prisoner with his official books
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The community of Callahan was centered around this late 1880 railroad
complex, adjacent to Railroad (Dixie) Avenue. The Henry Plant System
freight building on the right was believed built in the 1880’s days of the
Savannah, Florida & Western Railway Company. This building was not
removed from active service by Seaboard Coastline until 1983, then being
relocated for use as a museum and library.




Seen beyond the ramp to the left of the freight depot is the water tower. The
concrete footings for the tower are still located where they supported the tower
years ago. Before the tank was roofed, “kids from all around would use it as the
community swimming hole” recalled a Seaboard employee, T.L. Butler. The
passenger building to the left was jointly used by the north-south and the east-
west rail lines. It burned something after 1911.




and papers, and started on our return. Passed through
Callahan at 11:30 P.M., the bridge at 2:00 and at 4:00
of the 14th instance arrived at Mr. Sheffields.

Recovery from the war years in Callahan could be
likened to that of many young Southern interior towns
- slow and painful. The war had nearly destroyed her

"new livelihood in the railroad. The Kings Road
remained, but the war had cut the travel down to a
trickle.

Like everywhere up and down the rails, and
throughout the South, Callahan would rebuild what
damage it suffered, and life went on. One of the first
signs of survival was the formation of a Masonic
Lodge, one of the first in Florida. The fraternal order
did much to stabilize the lives of these pioneer men
and women. Mrs.
T. B. Wells’ “His-
tory of the Town of
Callahan” told of
the hall being lo-
cated down on
Dixie  Avenue,
lighted with home-
made tallow candles
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that one was operated by the O’Donald family and the
other by A.W. Mahoney. The O’Donald site is believed
to be at-the original crossing of Kings Road and the
site of the 1778 Revolutionary Battle of Alligator
Bridge. . There was a rice mill, the Newcombe mill,
that was located west of Callahan near the crossing of
First Street and the rails of the SF&W (Savannah, -
Florida & Western Railroad), a link between Waycross
and Jacksonville.

The 1880 construction of the SF&W sparked an
increase in the milling interests around Callahan. By
1884, the mills of B.G. Dyal and John Grantham were
known to be the largest in production in the area. On
Wells Corner, the present day intersection of US 301
and Florida 200, there was a lumber mill owned by
Tom Wells. He also
operated a black-

sgFourR || smith shop and a

NEW ) separate shop where
NEW LENE OF he carried on his oc-
S H 0 E S cupation as a wheel-

wright. Wells built .
many of the seven-
foot wheels and

until 1889 and

carts, appropriately

heated by fireplace
with wood cut and
brought by mem-

CALL AND SEE THEM §

THEY’LL PLEASE |

named logging carts,
used in dragging
logs from the forest

bers. The old build-
ing burned some-
time in those early
years, forcing the
lodge to relocated
to several other sites.

Rail reconstruction was completed and by 1872,
the wood-burning steam locomotives were marked
with the letters AG&WIT, the Atlantic, Gulf & West
India Transit, and became known as the Transit Road.
Lumber mills that closed or reduced operations during
the war were revived and again operated at full
capacity.

Local crops being grown at this period were rice,
corn, cotton, cane and other crops to suit their
immediate needs and two waterpower grist mills
thrived rather nicely on Alligator Creek. Both
locations, in 1975, showed vague remains of what once
was. From the size of the embankments, which once
held back the water, it appears that both mills were of
fairly substantial size. Little is known of them except

S. J. Baldwin

Callahan - - --

to the mills.

In 1871, a
Florida Gazetteer
noted two Callahan
stores, one operated
by John O’Donald and the other by J.H. McGinnis.
This was a conservative number as numerous sources
on milling and other activities during that postwar
period indicate a thriving little community.

Fernandina’s Florida Mirror carried the following
news report of Callahan, dated December 21, 1878:
“Our lands are undeniably good. Very good crops of
cotton, cane, potatoes, etc., are made annually.
Another important fact is they can be purchased cheap.

“We have no ‘lovely lakes’ to wax poetical over,
but one thing is certain - we are not so far out of the
world. We get mail twice a day; are in speaking
distance of Jacksonville and Fernandina (if we had a
telephone) and our election results are known all over
the country as soon as the inspectors learn them.”

A letter written to the editor of the Mirror in
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November of 1885 not only reinforces the opinion that
Callahan was progressive, but also mentions the first
known newspaper printed there. “The arrival and
departure of sixteen or more trains with all the
attendant exchange of passengers, baggage and freight,
makes a pretty lively daily scene.. Its dozens of store
keepers look happy and contented. Callahan has a
newly-elected mayor and council. The new hotel
building is roomy and attractive and would be a credit
to any town. The (Florida) Record makes things
interesting hereabouts. Just think of the less fortunate
country editors! You can readily understand why he
writes with so much snap.”
Over the years since the
Florida Record, the
newspaper mentioned above,
several newspapers have come
and gone. That early Record
was edited and published by
0O.J. Farmer and information
about it, as well as copies of
it, are near nonexistent. The
Nassau County Leader, which
was established in 1912 by
Cricket Prewitt, operated for
a few years before moving its
offices to Fernandina. It was
the 1931 establishment of the
Callahan News, by Alex
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O’Donald, which was believed to have later been
operated as the Sikes Hotel at Railroad Avenue and
Mickler Street. Both of these buildings burned on
different occasions following the turn into the 20th
century.

The Central Hotel was advertised in the Florida
Record in 1886 as being opposite the railroad depot.
This hotel is also supposed to be the establishment
that took the name of the Sikes Hotel in later years.
At least five stores of general merchandise could be
found along the main streets of Callahan through the
1870’s and 1880’s, those of R. Coy, S.D. Jones, W. A.
Mahoney, O’Donald & Sons, and Upchurch & Son.
The main street of the day was
Railroad Avenue.

A restaurant was operated
by Claude Buford and a liquor
establishment by Daniel Hig-
ginbotham. In the block be-
tween Mickler and Boothe
Streets was the office and
drugstore of Dr. G.W. Smith.
Within the same block was the
concentration of commercial
establishments. For some
twenty years, names such as
Upchurch, Higginbotham,
Jones, O’Donald and Mickler
dominated the business life of
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McQueen of Charlton County, /ﬂ,,m// Callahan.

which has survived up to the #m,eﬂwm\l ;mxg‘\‘ﬂ;* Pt S Another of the lumber mills
present. For more than 40 Dppiss e 1Y fick fiicl - ﬁﬁgi 4 was near the old Fernandina
years, the publication BT Highway (which is known

continued under the ownership
of Lloyd Herrin as the
Callahan News and Nassau
County Record. Mr. Herrin
purchased the paper from McQueen within the same
year it was established. It continues in 1999 as the
. Nassau County Record.

As news publications found stable growth in the
late 1800’s, so did other commercial interests in
Callahan. Several hotels were doing a thriving business
along Railroad Avenue. The firm of Boothe and
Boothe operated the Boothe House at the south corner
of Railroad Avenue and’the street that also bore the
Boothe name. Many of the social events of this era
were held within the walls of this grand old house.
Another of Callahan’s fine hostelries was that of John

/ﬂ/ﬂ j a, //r/;//f/

today as Musselwhite Road)
between Mills and Boggy
Swamps. It took timber from
the holdings -of the
Higginbotham family.

Sometime prior to 1895, a brickyard was started in
the area east of US 301 on the south side of the track.
This yard was operated by S.I. Baldwin and later,
adjacent to it, 0.0. Mickler had a similar operation.
Both produced many thousands of brick, of which
homes in Jacksonville, Callahan and surrounding
communities were built. Some of these dwellings still
stand in Callahan, such as the Brandies home, which
today is the Callahan Funeral Home, the H.H. Jones
home, and those of L.G. Blount and the Page family.
Much of the construction of homes and buildings in
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the Callahan area was supervised by W.W. Cushing,
including the old Callahan Methodist Church.

Most of the masonry work in the structures reflects
the expertise of William “Sonny” Morgan, who later
passed the art on to his son, Elmer, who in time passed
it on to his son, Major Elmer Morgan. All are gone
now but their life’s work leaves a legacy for all to see.
Sonny built the Baldwin home shown on page 220,
the Brandies home on page 217, and th
Building on page 234.

A spur line was built off the main rail line just east
of U.S. 301 where railroad cars could load, and here,
at the crack of dawn, one could hear the wail of the
brickyard whistle, assuring its owners that all of the
help would arrive on time. Mr. Ernest Cushing, son
of the earlier contractor, remembers the tram road run-
ning from behind his present home on Lem Turner,
into the brickyard area with lumber for the kilns. He
recalled how, after tourist travel from the north began
to flow through Callahan, people would often stop to
report huge fires which appeared to be blazing out of
control just off the highway. Little did they realize the

Ry

Before the turn into the 20th century when the n\)hber business was at its peak, there was
a need for the wheelwright. In Callahan it was Pave~Wells who operated a saw mill,
blacksmith shop, and wood shop where he skillfully produced the 7 foot wheels and carts
used to haul timber out of the woods. His shops and mill were located on the northeast
corner of today’s U.S.1 and A1A, adjacent to his home pictured to the right..
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importance of these “reflections” of progress billow-
ing from the kilns of the brickyards.

In later years, another brickyard emerged between
the present site of West Nassau High School and the
north-south railroad. Modernkilns were built but never
perfected....the mill lasted but a few years before shut-
ting down operation.

Near the turn of the century, a pencil factory opened

£ Walla corner and o w7 voara latoe

angt fa - tha (Anao
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Cola Company opened a bottling plant on Mickler
Street between Railroad and Green Streets. Many of
the elderly residents who were interviewed recall a lake
created by the Baldwin and Mickler brick operations.
Large amounts of clay were taken from the ground
southeast of the yards, leaving a lake which was ideal -
for children of the area to take their after-school or
Saturday morning dips. This lake became known as
the “ole clay hole.” It was rivaled by the man-made
lake known as “Lake Galilee” on the west side of
Callahan near the Savannah, Florida & Western
Railroad tracks. This creation was the result of the
construction crew’s efforts to provide an elevated
roadbed for the railroad in
1880’s.

Schools near the turn
into the 20th century were
somewhat as they were
shortly after the end of the
Civil War. In the 1870’s, the
county had established a
county school system that
enforced black and white
schools already existing at
Callahan. Itreverted finan-
cial responsibilities and
teacher certification re-
quirements to the county
level. The white school was -
housed in a two story wood
frame building and the
black school in two single-
story buildings more typical
of the majority of rural
schools throughout the
county. Both schools are
pictured on page 231.

Turning into the 20th
century, development
ebbed and businesses were

Mrs. T. B. Wells Collection
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Two Wells brothers came from Canada and settled in Callahan. They were Jack R. Wells, pictured
above with his family, and Tom Wells, below with his wife and children. Both homes were within a
hundred feet of the present intersection of SR200 and U.S.1.

Mrs. T. B. Wells Collection
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. LAMITY HEARD FROM.

- GamEsvinie, FLA., Sept. 22.

M=z, Epiron:——Wher I wrote you my
firat lotter, 1did not let Mrs, Lamity, or
my too-numerous;to-mentlon friends know
of it; I wanted to tako them by surpriso.
And didn’t T, though! If one had let
locJo u bomb shell in the midst of the
whole “kapoodle” of them, they would
not have been more astounded. Bra.
V.amity 38 reading your papor. All was
Julot aud ecteno, excopt young Lamity,
Bnd he was exerclsing his stentorian luigs
—prepamtory io belug & greai spenker—
in his mother's arms, when suddeniy Mrs.
Yamity sprang 4, drepping the future
senator, teers of joy ‘copiously clastry
one nnother ove ot chiceks, exels
“There, now! my dear, did I not tell you
s0?" Tell me what, my love? ‘“Mr.
Lomity, I knew you had tha stuff in you
heroes sre made of. O1 'bleas that editor.
Just to think; I eee your ndme in priot in
the-glorlous Frorioa Reconp, O1 how I
Jove that plper." and leaving young Lam-
ity to bis blisaful lung exorciss, off she
mshed-to Convay the intelligence to s,
and Mr. Jullus C. 8noodles, Mra, and Mr,
L. E, Phant, and others. Pratty soon 1
heard the chatter of many volces, and in
Tushed a whoie host of {vlendn eaeer to
congratulato me on my sudden acqulsition
%0 Tamo-T tell you, your paper will bave
= large ciroulation here now—but my ex-
reme modesty prevented mymylnc 1o
hoar encomiums heaped upon mo, 80 I re-
treated to the hay loft, and in quicl pe-
rused whit Horaco Greely “kvew shout
a1 rmhi? " But acknowledgo I ked it.
1 only fear that I may be like the fellow
Mr. Bhakespere spesks of; my smbition
ml ‘become vaulting and o'er leap itself,

et hurt In the fall, on tother side of
my intent,
. Editor, 1'm going to bore you this
time, for I've A power of news.
irst, thon pext, and foon to the ond.

A “Celestial” has dropped into our
‘midst, and we have now ntarled hem 8
genulne Obineso Jaundry, Many of the
bunincess mon gave John Uhlney a coxdlﬂ\
welcome.

5
B

BSHomr Tucker has given bond, qunli-
fied, aud 18 only walting for his commis-
slon from headguarters tos step into Col.
?m‘:]u place, as Register of Public Lands

for

“T'hé vacant lots on thu wenl ulde of cmm
fiouse rquare ate  now to Alled.
Thomas hullds two lwo-ntory ‘bricks, nnd
Gen. Varnum one twostory brick build-

Gen, Varoum hes the coontract for

b\llldlng all thres, ‘The dirthad heon dug
out and the foundations begun, Gen. Var
num aleo had on haud five car loads of
brick for the new M. E Church, and had
begun work, when some inlsunderstand-

& arose, and the Genoral threm up hin
contraot, and now it will have to be "lu"
sgaio.

inrge,  Ho Gnes ot _deairo
e onneetion with the Blind Gaadcen
tough it lsaald it was dono In seltde

w‘ Jackson has Just got back from &
trlp into Topnessce and Ohio, bringlng
with him twolve as fine milch cows as sn:
one could wish, He will sell part of them
hore; five go to Jackeonville. Lawrence
T Setermined the people shall have pood
gowwa und beat, Ho g fust hnd built an
ice room in which can be threo or
four booves, which ho Intends Lsspivg
thle-wiuter.

“Thoothor day’it was rumored among
the negroes d.\ll Policeman  Bennett ' had
hruhl bent 8 crazy negro in trying to

Bl Your conespoudent was wit
Mayur Burnett when fomo g nr the negroes.
ﬁr_“nyar w'ul__nn To the aity Jail with them, wa
@olng, too, and found it all s falee report,
Tha ‘crazy negro b  fit while in fail and
fell upon somelbing, bruising his mose
epme, As there was no com apla!nt sgainst
the prisouer he was llbernlc and when
watlonal enough was carried
. Oliver is erecting a brlck storo on
the lot whore was the Oliver H'u
or. Burnett’s double two- ory brick,
gouth i sida of square, I rapidly approach:
ng complet|
emocrats hold a8 primary meeting
oh to efect. delegnu (lwenly) m |he
Ooumy Conventlon, to-day, A
of onthusiasm was dlsp}
Cone, President - Democratic Club, ae tem-
porary chairman, called the meeting to or-
der, making some apt and very oppropri-
ate remarks, The most veciferous sp.
plause was when Justico Cone nddmued
the astombly as *'Gentlemen of the Jury.”
‘W hen allowed, lg‘nin to continue, he gaid:
+\Grentlemen, you laugh; I have made no
mistake; you are the jury who are to de-
clde the vlul qaul.lons of our great party
n thls county.” Mr, Come wns_then
sleated permlnent choirman, and Editor
MeC permanent sccretary, Then
nominstions wers ,in order; and & vooifer-
ous yeling of nominees begun, until your
«correspondent thought every man fn the
huuu would be_nominated asa delepate

0 County Convention. The majority
of tha dulrgﬂu are in favor of the new
comstitution.

Inconversation with some ymmlnnnt

they expressed

being dlafmlﬁd with thelr county nomlnn-
(lom uly ng they were poor men for the
it seemed sapguine of elceliog
thelr lbamuenmlu to Congress, Mr.

Greeley, of Jl\:ksonvlllu. ‘Now, Dem
orats, turn out t0 8 man ¢ the polls, and
mork; work hard for Doughe erty, and pile
W such & mafority as_will forever saitle

x. Qreeley’s case, Have no half way
busines about thls thing.

v. Mr. Eden preached his naugural
soxmon to the Raptist church Bunday, the
lolh And good it was, as all his sermons

Ru, Mr. Bbarp, pastor M. E. church,
» on\ or town,
as Home Bchuol opened Monday
vlv.h 85 m 40 pu|
“The immense uild for barracks for E.
¥. Bominar; h npldly grawlng The
frame work
2. Bnmlly Orends hor regards, and
nnyuhe whhcl you would come to our
can thank you for publishiog
har hu:bnnd“ lstters; and then she wants
yuulaon lom! of her own broiliog of
teak, f her famous ‘‘poor
uddlnu." ’l‘hu pudding is made of
bread, Mr. Editor, and not o good, (mn,
don'i you tell ber I'sald o,) for ahe
it *!lsjust too nica ror any! o
Yours Profoundly,

K. Layiry,

Exposure m rough weather, getting wet,
1iwing In damp localitles, arc favorable to
the conkmklon of diseases of the lhlnuyn
amd bladder. Asa preventative, hod fur
the :nni of all Xkidney and liver trouble,
use that yaluable remedy, Dr. . Mc-

layed. S ates Dr.

LOCAL PICK-UPS.
Dark nights.
Beptember 25.
Balmy breezes,
Ice cream snd osko.
Bubscribe for the Recorp,
Have yon been invited to the wedding?
“*The fall of theyesr comes In.October,”
Tho days sre growing shorter at both
cnds.
Callaban's litorary soclety needs a re-
ival. 35 * s

Charleston continues to be shaken up
occastonally,
‘The feelivil aud ball taky pm?r the'!

11 same aveuln.

© Who are the next two mnln to bumndo
‘happy? We know of two couplea.

Miss Ella Upchurch is the eficlent as-
slatant in the Csllshan public school.
Rev. J. T. Duncan will preach at King’s
Ferry to-morrow, mornlng and night,
Beveral imoortant real estato transfers
have been made recently in Callahan,
The dengue fever 18 raging in Jackson-
ville. e won't take any, if you please,
It you want to eave money do your
trading only with merchants who adver-
tise.
Mra. Capt. Cove, mother of Mré. C. P.
Mahogey, left last Bunday for her home at
Coneville.
Woe learn that & dance will bo given on
next Friday night by the young folks of
Callahen.
Fernanding has organized s Democratic
campaign club, with Fred W. Hoyt as
president,
Our sportemen are making the life of
tho poor bird a burden, and they kill lots
of—powder,
‘Tho Mayor bas issued orders to the
Marshal probibiting the shooting of birds
fn the focorporation,
Tt is rumared ‘thet Mr, M, Burnoy will
8soon bogin the erection of a husiness house
on the west sido of the raflroad.
The meeting of the County Convention,
which was to havo been held in this city
| to-day. bas been postponed to Oct. 2,

September is almost gonme, and with it
summer will hnve to reslan its commission
Tt is well. lt should not sorve but one
torm, -

P
¢ 100 | ner and if she rofuses you can 6y you

were just joking.

We are sorry to slate that Mies ‘Ellio
0'Donald hes been forced to leavo school
owing to sicknese. Bhe has been attacked
by chilla and fever.

The Domocratic County Convention
thet was to mest in Callaban to-day, has
heen postponod to next Batdrday, Oct. 2.
Don't forget the dnte.

Tho County €

- An old wid
R R -2ago with ouriosity, mipglod

night for Gafucsville, Ga., where she will
spend some lime, and &lso visit other
parts of tho Btato for tho bonefit of her
health, It is the wish of her many friends

in health,

Mr. W. 0. Couslus, of Joneahorn, Ga.,

passed through Callshan Wednesday en
route for Gainesville, Fla., swhore he hag
o0 to toko ohatge of the public school,
Mr. Cousins was principal of the public’
school at {his place three years age, sinco
which time he has been attending achool
at Athens, Gs., where he graduated with
the higheat honoxs. He is also a dieciple
»mitted {0 D LsF,

tend (he festival next Friday night at the
residence of BMrs. C. I'. Mahoney, Itis
for the benefit of tho pastor, and ehould
bo well attended, Let tlo youpg man
come and bring his girl, and if heis fo
unfortunate as not to have one, he should
bring some other fellow’s girl. This will
be the last ice cream feast of the scason.
In advanco of thé sickly season render
yourgelf jmpregnable; a malarial atmos-
hera or suddsn ‘change of lnmpnrnlum is
fraught with danger; usg Mc
LennuSlrengthculn" C'xrdlnl nad Blood
Purifler.  $1 per boitle, 8uld by Dr. J.
W. Buith,  ji24-1y

Three hundred and eighty-two Apache
Indians’ were currled through lere last
Bundey_evening, ns prisoncrs, on their
way.to Fort urlon, There wero twelve
conches, geven of which were filled with
Tudlans, two with soldicrs, oze with of-
ficers, and two with baggage, Tho Indians
wero guarded by 82.soldicrs, who were,
under tho comwand of eight ofcers.
They were all the way from Arizona, aud
had been 12 doys on tho way. Though
it was almost dark when they went by, &
large crowd had gathered at tho depot to
sea them, n vory small portion of whom
bad ever seen an Indian before, Blovy
years have not passed eince Billy Bowlegs
aund his dusky braves were the rightful
possessors of this, the Land of Flowers
ve now call our own; when the etillness of
night was rudély brokeu by the hideous,
blood-curdling whoop of the Bcminole
warrior, s he buried his tomahawk in
the tkull of the Lrave maun who died In
the defenco of bis loved ones, yct they ure
only associaled in fabie in tho mivdsof
tho rising goneration, who look upon the
smell remnant of the fast dlannpcnrlng
l.lp\Lv It

T
Mrs, W. A. Mahoney loft Tuesday

that she may soon return much improved |

of Blnckatone, aud bas récently been ad-
It W

\ "
Ous young folks should fiot Toil fo-at.

‘ lha Chairman

of the County Dowifatic Executive

Comumitiee, a primact mechng of the

Democratic votora t3fie 9th District

A% on Saturday,
Sept. 18, and the following delogates
-eud alternales were glcted to attend
the Couuty Conventzn o be held in
Cailahan, o Satwndiy

J

B. G. Dyal, A,
oll, J. T, Albrit-

Omlvm, J. R
botham, . D.

1}
W. I Hig o
J. Bom.he,gJ 8.

Goot G. DyaAr,
Scereta ¥, Chairman.
Prof. A. ¥ Dextor.

‘Wo are in receipt o copy of tho Mag-
nelic Journal, a mrwmoth 16-page, 112-
columa journal puvlished at Cleveland,
Ohlo, and devoted~gxclusively to the ad-
vertizement of Fsof, Dexter and his won-
derful medicines, #iivery Dody in (bis
State knowa Prof.:Daxter, for he sieid
here lest winter, Laving his headquurters
iu Jucksonville. Ilo traveled all over the
Stale,-nud catablisiad a lasting reputation
a8 & wonderful hewist and msguetic phy-
slcian.. .He is a pluinspoken man aud has,
consequently mode many encmnies awong
the physicians of ~ae Blato, but it is safe
to eay his friends greally exceed his eve-
mies in numbers.., Tn tbfs Btate he has
made mavy tuuly 11markable and wonder-
ful cures where ¢minent physicians have
failed, The Priicor, Who Is now in
Cleveland, Ohic, writea us thut Le wili
soon incresse his ‘>urnal to 24 poyos; aleo,
hat ke wiil ba in* Florida in Jauuary, and
we hall, doubtle’s, hesr from him sgain.

Our Pu

Callahou now Y by fur the most flour-
fshing public eci¥l in the county, but
this is pot surprisig when ‘it is learncd
that it is undor the nble management of
Prof, C. T. Btastiurd, 88 privclpal, nnd
Mies Blln Upchurch,, a8 sssistant, The

Professor informdd us last week thatton |-

uew pupils liad been: added to the school
Monday, aud les- Bonday five now nainrs
wero entolicd, _

A good schocida something every com-
munity ought ‘o be proud of, for the
grent demond of the rislog genoration is
education.”

Prof. Blande g de oI oe o capable a5

»
at Fort Marion, for the place is o ot mut-
ficlent large to hold them all wﬂh com-
fort,

TFar better than tho hnruh treatment of
medicines which horiibly gripe the paticnt
and dostroy the . conting of the stemach,

McLesn's Chills and Fever
Cure, by mild yet effectivo action will
cure, Bold at fifly cents s bottle by Dr.
J. W.Smith. ji2ly

A Good Man,

will meet at Oallaban on Oct. 2. for tho

Benate and Lealslats
~—TTG weather -for the past two weeks,
though somewhat showery, bas been vory
good for bresking corn, and our farmers
hnve not failed to "improve each shining
hour,”

Mr. J. B. Harris, of Lake City, ls in our
clty, the guest of bis son, Mr. W. 8. Har-
s, our pepular aud accommodating ex-
press agont. Mr. Harris will stay some
time in our midat.

Persons who lead a lifa of oxposurs are
subject to rheumetism, neuralgia and lum-

eal | bgo.and will find a valuablo remedy 1n

. McLean's Voleanic Oll Lini-
mont: it will banish pnln and subdue in-
famation. -8old by J. W. Bmith, Drug-
gist,  jl2dy

‘Wo learn that Mr. A. E. Braddock hes
purchased a lot of tho west sldo of the
rsilroad from Mr. B. G Dyal, and, itls
supposed will begin, 1n the near future,
the erection of a store building thereon.

The indicatlons now point to a building
boom in Callshon this winter. With
several saw milla near at hand, lumber
can be procured at small cost of hauling,
and it is rumored that several bueines
houses and residences are to bo erected
sometime this wintor, Let nothing stop

the *boom from bulldiog.” 5§

The other day we saw a party of gun.
ners get into a bunch of qualls, and after
A half hour's reckless shooting the poor
birds were {rightened almost to death, but
otherwiso they wero not hurt,

‘The firm of Dr. E. H. Wright & Bon, of
King's Ferry, has rented the bul'ding from
Mr B. G. Dyal now occupied by Mr. A. E.
Braddock, and will soon open a drug
atore therein, Itis with plensure that we
srelcome to our little city bueiness men of
all professions.

Cards are out announcing the marriage

of Mr, W. F. Conchman, of this city, and

Miss Helen A. Moore, of Green Cove
Bpring, on Wednesday afternoon, Oct, 0,
at 4 o'clock, In BL John's Episcopal
church. of the latter placo. After the
ceremony a recoption will be given atthe
residenco of the brides parrents, Mr, and
Mre. J. N. Moore.

Tho travel on tho differont roads is
sensibly increasing. This donotes that
the dull scason fs over, aud all branches
of business are beginning to brighten,
The citizens of Calinban ought to offer
some inducements to Northern capitalists
this winter, and. 0ot .Jet them all pass us
by. Itis natural that they should seck
tho locality offening the largest return for
thelr outlay of capital, and this our citi-
zens shonld bear jn mind. We can offer

anrnecend ho nn esntlon

Induinemanta

purposo of nominating condidates for the
f1rma— NI —saroTrTRE |

A from Dyal's Slatlon,
dated Sept. 16, and signed by Dlesers, B,

ot. soys:

The nome of J, J. Mizell, Eeq,, hoe
beon mentioned 08 & suitable man, snd’
the.choice of the people of this District for
our next Benator, but as bis vlewa on the
subject were not kuown, ke was walted
upon to-day to know if he would accept
the nomination, He declined, saying that
he thought there were other men in tho
party who wero moro suitable to fill the
place than himself, and at the same time
he would use his influence and meana to
elect the man nominated by the convention,
He was very thankful to hls friends for
the honor they desired to confer upon
him,

From all we can learn Mr. Mizell is
clearly the choice of the people of this dis-
trict, who regret very much that he de-
olines becoming a candidate, Itisthought
nevertheless, that his name will be brought
before the convention, which mcets at
this place Oct. 2, and If he is nominated
we trust he will cousent to becomo a can-
didate for the Senate. Wo like Mr. Mizell's
tolk when he says he will stand by the
nominee,

Too Cream Festival.

The lsdics of Callahsn will give an ice
cream festival next Friday night atthe
residence of Mrs. O, P, Mahoncy, for tho
benefit of the pastor of tho Methodist
cburch. Ice cream, cake and other re-
freshments will Lo served, and a pleasant
time is promised to all who attend. Come
ountand have a good time, nud at the
same time contribute to the support of
your pastor whose labors among you have
been 80 faitbfully diecharged.

Mayor's Court.

For tho first time in soveral weeks
Mayor 8. D. Jones gave out the announce-
ment Tuesdsy morning that & mativee
would be giver at his office for the bene-
fit of two gons of Ham who- slept in the
“oity hotel” Mondsy night. Everything
bas been 8o quiet for the past month that
+ven a dog Aght would be hailed with dé-
tight by our citizens, and when it was un-
derstood that the Mayor would hold court

tion,

One of tho prisoncrs, George Johnson,
‘w45 fined $2 8nd costs on tho charge of
being drunk and disorder Not having
*he-requisite amount ho was escorted back
to3all by Marshal Carroll, ibut flnally the
\oney was ralscd and hy was released.

Geo. Washinglon was convicted on, the
chargo of belng drutk, disorderly, and
carrying concealed weapons, and ﬂned QIB
which was paid.

Theso two cases belng disposed-of and
na furthar huiness heing hronght un the

uveryone's face bngmcned wvith anticipa.

is iss Upchurch to Ol the place. Biss
Ella has been a téucher jn this schogl be-
fore, nnd Ler eflicloncy is fully attested by

the enthueissm with which sho is ngmin-|

welcomed by the children ns their teacher.
EBRYCEVILLE ITEMS.

Seer, 22.—The writer has every as-
surauce in asserting that, if the I\ R.
&N. Co. would supply them with'
cars and any other needed facilitics
for the movement of lumber and get-
ting it on board vessels prompltly and
punctuilly, refable parties, owning
large quuutitics of pine land in this
commumty, would erect a large saw
land planing mill at this place atap
early day. illrsuch an enterprise
as that, logéther wnh the restarting
of the saw mill of M . W.-Bryce,
our fertile and hm!lh\', lacalhity-would
receive an impetus ongthe way to pros-
perity never before seen or felt. Since
the thinning out of the forest com-
menced by lumbermen, and the late
dull prices in _lumbér, causing many
mills to shut down, our paopln hwve

pon us. .The Doctor regrets not be-
ing able to be with us again till after
when conferonce

November uext,
convenes.

Tho schiools iu this part of the coun-
ty bave all been supplied with teac-
are gotting along snllsfac]—

ors, and

torly. Thes school at this place wil

commence the first of Ostober, under

the duacllon of Miss Nora Owens.
D

. J. L. Gaskins, of Starke, was in
town 1ust wweel, allending tho illness
. | of Mrs. R.

B.
which hus recovered.
the healing art,
wide reputal: IOIL

Rrown's little. child.

Ata meetmg held here to-day for
the purpose of sending delegates to

represent Precinet No. 11 in the nomi-
nating convention to be_held at Cu

inhan next Salurday, Oct.2, W.

Motes was muade chairman and H.
tair- secretary, - The
(Il,alrgalas were selected: Thos.

cy: with N. A. Hicks,

and W, R, Adams os alternates.
Soon the “'sleeter” and the flea
‘Will have their last matinee. N
(1

Cnop Mooting.

Tho African AL £, churchea of the Stale

will hold o grand catop meeting at Wild
wood, beginning Oct. 6, and lusting until
the 16, This will be the lergeat and mosl

representative grove meoting over held in

the State. Several mivisters of talent will

conduct the mecting, owong them  being
Dr. W. W. Hicks, Guitcnns spiritusl ad-
The low rate of $3.95 is the price
asked for  ticket from Callahan by the
Florlda Railway ond Navigation Com-

viger,

nuny.

Frequently accldenta occur in tho house-
oid which ¢ause burne, cuts, spraing ni‘{d

rnises; for use in such cases Dr. J.
bcLean's Voleanie Oil Liniment has fo

mony yewrs baen e constant favorite
ﬁ\|n4v romedy, Sold by Dr. J. W. Smiil
241

The Doctor, in
enjoys & just and

following

J.

oterson, H. L, Mattair, J. A. Surren-
0

=%
@
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0. 9 makos close connection at niver
Iunctlon ‘with Louisville & Nashvillo train
for hfontgonmeiy, aud points North and
weat; arriving Deffuniak at 8.20 a m, Pen-

sacoln 12 30 p m, Mom;i::mery 7.50 p_m,
Nnahvn‘o 7.20 am, onis 8 p m, Ohi-
g0 7.00 p m, Cincinpati 6.35
*fhic train carrles Sleoper lhrough from
L

Goiog Bast
Leave niver June.
. i

prﬂ n at niver
Tanetion with Lnutaile & ¥nsvilc roins
from New Orleaus, from Chicago, St. L.,
Cincinoati, ){omgomery Has mugh
Sloeper from Monl,

No lﬂmnkzsclasuconutcl(onwllhknlns
from Montgomery and norlh d b
Sleeper froud Defdaiak Springs

BOUTHERN DlVlBlONm

Going South

Arrive Jacku
No

w07 nob No8 No 19

o 5 am pm m
10 101y Fern'dna .10
11 30 ** Callahikn 726

oo *Jock'vlo 1145 8.45
1| pm
1250 Bnld'wn 1290....1000.....
27 v .
143 b :
1| 204 e o1 i xo. 21
245 Waldo 244 pm 1200am 4
Gawarle 3 30
& Avol
" Brnnson

41 gilversp'g
457 * Ocnla
004 ** Wildwo'd
627  Leeshurg
7 00 ar Tavares
No. 7 Is tbrough train from Fernandina
to Tavares, conuccticg 8t Callahan with

r
o

fas! il from tho East, at Baldwin with

HebinaCordial

[ 22 | tfc train foy Orlan TFERNANDINA, - - - Florida
DYSPEPSIA, INDIGESTION, ° -+ Woqey {0 Guahiati from sacke
b onville | feb 13
WEAKNESS, CHILLS AND FEVERS, | " Tysares, covbccticg t. Daldwi with |
MALAmA LIVER COMPLAINT, cvening traia {rom ¥eroandiug, and at Ta- | We 3. LUDWITI. . % C. BOLLEIL
! IDNEY TROUBLES, + | e ves! morning with Tayares, Orlando
ALGIA AND, RHEUMATISM. Atlanyic train for Orlando, .conncelip .
e e sttt potnd Wi south Forda. e u% Ledwith & Sollee
Ing and De- Tampa nlnd ‘nlnrme‘dhlue {o}n J L 4
truin carriee sleeper throu rom Jack-
Mehthil 3o, dakes sonville to Orlando, s i DEALERg T
e o Al
and. Aliing
= levion ~-REAL ESTATE-
! vv Tavares. ¢
« Luuhurg . [
. A N
“Slltvchpnnggl Tiekevirville, ¥orida, | " .
ra.
¢ Homiiorici0 10 032, .1 31 " o9 -
i Volon | Godar Ko Al P McQU_[\ID
ne; hy-le!nn-,tdlln: "Emgsun . gig 450 W 0= "
o to treat die- | Archer. 500+ WHOLESALE DEAL 8
Selected "::,:,“‘ OUE, | & Galpesvia 1038 84| one g “‘7 I XN
combine wm.ﬂ'.edu hond. | **waldo..... 186"  1I24 10.00 | @RIF, HAY, FLOUR, GmTS. MEAL,
fully, making o &’%}E&:”:";}’ﬂ“" ‘-Evm mke .,.lﬁ 2:]1\ nsn‘;o- i pm BAGON anp FERLILIZERS, .
"” st ot ke 334 am| ° Bay Bteet, Jocksonville. Florido.
i % ik P E. MMURRAY.
Volh\a Drug and Dhomlonl Company, | . bﬁﬁ?fﬁz e 2u4 5.50 i - - P\ ?
piiztaour, no, V. At Fern'ndna.4 00 1010 Pioneer Manufacturer and

train from Jacksonville, and nlso No.
froin s pointa on | western division;
#/aldo with No. 11 for Cedar Key, nud at
Tavaica with Tavares, Oclando, aid At

08 | ATTORNEYS AND COUES

LAW OFFI¢
FRANK W.

No. 5 East Bay Stieet (s ™ .

merE

JaoRsORVILLE h
3]

0. J. 1. 8UMN
ATTORNEY AXD CCU.2
AT LA,
80} Weat Bay Strcot, dnclrcaville,
P B BEDFOR,

Attorney and Cewnsetior « Law,

JACKEONVILLE, - Florida,

F. W. ELY. - AN QWEER
- BLY & OWFS.
SLUOKS

AT LAW.
ELY Brock, JACRSORVILLT, FIARIDA,

J E. DARTDRIDGE, . B. YOUKe

HARTDRIDOE & SO URE,
ATTORNEYS AND
Jacksonville, Flo

Lock Box 023
m
CALL
ATTORNEYS AND GOV
AT
* BosTwick's Pusteria,
JACKSONVILLE,
HINTOR J. BANER,

& 1o

SUOLORS

LA,

T'romns,

Attorney at Eaw,
(County Judge,)

Ror Brugs And Medicines

—CALL ON—

DR. J. W. SMITH

Practicing Physlcian,

Callahan, Florida.

Where can always bo found a full
supply of Fresh Drugs, Paints, Oils, Sta-

tionary and Fancy artlcles.

No.'8 Is through traln from Tavares to
Fernandina, connecting at Tavares, with
Tavares, Orlavdo & Atlantic train’ from
Otlando; at wildwood with train‘on wilh-

wildwood at 0 34 a m; at waldo_ with No,
»| 12 from Cedar Key, and at Baldwin with

0. 0'to Jacksonviflo sud Mo. 9 on icel-
ero,division for all points west on that .
Viton: ot Calaban v Tost mail or o
points Ens!

No. 41s ight traln through from Ta-
vares o Jucksogvile comnealing with Ta-
vares, Orlando. traln with Sloep

or from Orlando; ot Waldo with' No. 25,
aftornoon accommodsition for Fernandina,

resorted more to = E ARD DuANom
fora livelihood, and the result hs Going North, ’
been the discovery of the grent value, You_can wet-agliially fist (Dally excuvtsundny.) .
of the soil in this locality for garden- |2, fclass Organ for $50 ou up to v, Jacksonville, 9.25am 600 pm
ers and general farining. Of all the 19250, stool. and book. Organs(.Ar. Fernandina, 1100 “  6.10
"(lu]go[(|$p]v\m in ihe Btate, by (hose warraufed - five .years. It will] Lv. Fernandina, 7.00am 245am
who have been Jooking for farming mmd for “cireular hefare| Ar. Jacksonville, 8.10 * 425 1
lands, this undoubtedly seems to have | @2 (8undays Only.)

been {he gireaust It is not the barren, |} mbat sou do “011"11 for| 1, -Jacksonville, 9.00 am 5.85 pm
sandy soil that chardeterizes most, of n uatil t led in . your Ar Fernandina, 1010 ¢ 645 b
the I'lorida lands, but* & dark one of HO\IE B TAL'OF- | 1.3 Ternandina, 7.00a 400 “
natural fertility, underlad with clay, W READ Ar. Jacksonvills, 8.4 S G0 v

aud, in many places; with' large de-
posits of marl, the value of ;which fo
nlmost all crops, every expenenced
farmor is aware. :
With lumber-marufactaring mil

in our midst, our conhmlnwd SEmb b
nd. gardert

nary will b built, -
will bo fenced for {rgit3
Liealthy stream of imi

flow inlo our midst; mhond and com-
wmereial_traffic will be increased, . and
prosperily and happiness, peace and
plenty will smile alite upon_the me-

and the labuter, the lndu:mous nd
prudeni of every favocation.
time that our s0lid resources were
known, not for oufselves alone, but
for the thousands who are howeless
and comfortless in the colder climates
of our land.

A protracted ruh;loun service has

n going on at Brandy Branch
school house, about six miles distant,
since last Sunday, undor the direction
of two Baptist dlvmu. ‘Revs. and
Kickliter. Up to .the present. there
have been no new mémbers added to
the church. It seems funny that peo-
ple will s0_soon forgel their depend-
ence on a higher Being for life sus-
tenance. If reports be true, most of
that whole commyunity would have
joined any Chribtfan-organization on
the night of Aug. 3{, when the earth-
quake was ah?ﬂng them 5o badly, and
no doubt_theli mavy-promises were
nmda ‘l}%ﬂam now forgotten. But

en, promises come from

wwkehn‘ess tis wexhnmw belieye
them.”

Rev. James Mitchell, D. D., preach: |*
ed last Sunday at Dulwn. too large
congregation, and Monday evening
preached to an npprecmuve audience
at this place. His sub; was "'The
vials of wrath,” and he ﬁnnks that the

)g‘:‘ahoh m'u .

natione hava nassad through tham but

thie Manufncburer,
W. Alleger,
Washington, N J,

. WITHLACOOCHEE BRAKCH,
Golng North.
Leave 8t Catherlne

Arnve wlld\vood

Lenve wildwood. .
+)-drrive Phuasofkeo.” .
, ' Bt-Cathsrine. .

RAILROADS.

igation Company.
SOHEDULE IN ErFEcT MAY 3, 1886,

. Cexrnan MEnmpIAN TiuE,

One hour slower than Wash'ngton, D.

0., and 93 minutes faster than Juckson

WESTERN DIVISION.

g West
Imvc chk!nnvlllc

Leave Tallauassee
uincy - .

arrdve River Junc..

Train No. 1 makes

Florida Railway & Nav-

chanic and the farmer, the merchant .

CONNECTIONB.

40
Xt Callahon With-Bavaansh, Florida &,
western Rallway, for Bavanoab, -Macon,

N Allln(ﬂ ch-r!uwn, washington, Balti:
New mcmnm Bt Louls,
e o ond i poifia mest and nonh‘::n

Catbarine with Florida Bouthern railway
for Pemberton rerry, Brooksville, Bartow
- | and Tamps;_at Lecaburg with steamers for
h\ndm s on Lakes Hnnls, Euetls and Grif-
‘avares with rlundn Bouthern, for
H L-me Park, Euslis and Astor; at Orlando
with Bouth Florida rul!wld for all points
on their line; at Cedar Koy with Gulf

teamboat company, for Gulf coast poxm
mnludmg Tarpon Bprings, Manates,
'l‘ampn, ote.
LLORY STEAMSIIP LINE.

Elcamer Express leaves Jackeonville

Wednesdsys and Baturdeys at ¢:10 p.m,,
connecting with the clegant ateamships of
tho Ballroy lino, salling semi-woekly for

NewYork direct.

nomm srsnmnp COMPART,
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not so apt to appear as to relocate or merely change hands.
Railroad Avenue continued to bustle with activity. Arches
were erected on either end of town over the Kings High-
way welcoming visitors to ‘the Artesian City” of Florida.
Callahan was known and acclaimed for its exceptionally
fine drinking water.

Traffic along the old Kings Highway would never slow
as this was one of the main roads in and out of the Florida
East Coast to the mid-American states. Central and South
Florida began to develope and though many travelers from
the northeast came on steam boats, those from the inland
states came by train or car through Callahan. Kings Road,
in the days around the turn into the 20th century, and up
into the 1920’s, traveled down a narrow country road
west of the tracks between Hilliard and Callahan that is
CR115 today. Justnorth of Callahan it crossed the tracks,
as does CR1135, turned south on today’s U.S.1, then turned
right onto Dixie Avenue. It was there on Dixie Avenue
that Callahan’s commercial district centered along the
tracks of the Fernandina to Cedar Key railroad. Those
tracks were removed in the 1970’s making it somewhat
more difficult to visualize this commercial center of old
Callahan. In any case, there were built the hotels for
travelers, the liveries for horse and buggy, and general
stores for everything else from candy to coffins.

Leaving town to the south, Kings Road crossed the
tracks just north of today’s new viaduet, turned south along
the railroad to a point a mile north of Ratlif where it
crossed the tracks again and headed east and south into
Duval County. It was a winding, turning, dusty, rutty

drive, yet beautiful through the pine forests and farm lands.

OnMay 23, 1911, the Town of Callahan was chartered.
City officials were M.Z. Brandon, Mayor; W.A. Johnson,
Treasurer; and W.B. Wingate, Clerk and Tax Collector.
City Councilmen were W.W. Cushing, W.W. Hodges, L.L.
Jones, 0.0. Mickler, and D.W. Wells.

In 1995, Edgar Mickler visited his old home town of
Callahan and through the Nassau County Record recalled
his youth there. Edgar was born in Callahan in 1905, and
had vivid memories of a happy life here. Dixie Avenue
was still the “main drag.” When the train we called “Old
Short” came through in the morning and afternoon, we
loved to go down to the depot where it made its stop. It
ran from Fernandina to Baldwin and back every day. My
father had a mercantile store on the corner where Teenie’s
Beauty Shop is today. Next door, on Mickler Street, was
Dr. Brewster’s Drug Store. On the opposite corner of
Mickler Street and Dixie Avenue stood the Sikes’ Hotel.
The hotel was the only place in town that had a sidewalk.
Our two story home was located on Dixie Avenue, east
of Buck Pickett’s store. It burned when I was a baby. We
lived upstairs over my father’s store until our new home
was built. It stood where the Baptist church parking lot
is today, on the corner of Mickler and Green Streets. It
was later known as the Conner home.”

Edgar continued, “The Callahan Bank was located
in what is now the newspaper (Nassau County Record),
and next door to the bank was the Carter Building.
Mr. Carter was a well respected black man and one of
Callahan’s leading citizens. He owned and operated a

The community well
was the most popular
meeting place as
evidenced by this
crowd of Callahan
ladies. There were
several of these wells
and concrete holding
tanks that served as a
source of drinking
water for man and
beast alike, and was
the primary source of
water when fire
threatened the area.
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sundries shop in his building and it was a known fact
that Mr. Carter made the best shakes in the. world.”

“My father, Edgar, was mayor of Callahan when I
was a young boy and Mr. Andrews was the town
marshal. Mr. Andrews was a stern enforcer of the
law. In 1918, my father sold his mercantile business
and his brick manufacturing business and we moved
to Tallahassee.” He graduated from school there and
the family moved on to Miami.

In the 1920°s and 1930’s, improvem
state, and federal road systems found the route of the
King’s Highway moved from Dixie or Railroad
Avenues to its present position through Callahan.
During that same period, devastating fires along Dixie
Avenue encourage merchants to move from the sparks
and cinders of the large rumbling old locomotives that

v d .
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were a threat to their existence. Two fires, one in
each decade, wiped out nearly all signs of brick and
wood-frame structures along the tracks. As new
construction began, store fronts were found facing a
new Kings Highway. -

Like all communities, the advent of the automobile
affected the life-style and layout of Callahan. As travel
increased along the highways, and businesses realized
the ever-increasing number of autos passing through
the community, it was natural that the attention shifted
from the rails to the highways. The new Kings
Highway was cut through the pine forests out of Duval
County, through Callahan, to Hilliard and on to
Boulogne and Folkston, Georgia, entirely on the east
side of the old Savannah, Florida & Western Railroad,
today’s CSX Transportation line, without the turns,

In 1910, you could have called it the King’s Highway, Dixie Highway, the Federal Highway, or Railroad Avenue.
They were all the same in Callahan’s business district during that time period. The two story brick building at the
right was at the corner of Mickler Street. This had been Callahan’s main business district since before the Civil War.
There were beautiful stands of oak, numerous stores, and lots of traffic moving up and down the.

Nassau County Record / Dorothy Brewster
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210



fording of creeks, and low marshlands.

In the 1920’s and 1930’s, much of the power to
homes and businesses came from small generators that
many homes had in a shed in the back yard. Early on,
Mr. Decker operated a larger generator back near the
old jail, and sold the power to residents and businesses.
Tt wasn’tuntil 19__that Florida Power made electricity
‘available on a larger scale.

There was a county-wide organization of the WPA,
in 1933, in the midst of depression, that took on the
construction of new roads, bridges, utilities, and so
much more. The WPA, convict labor, and the Town
of Callahan even constructed an airport just north of
the intersection of U.S. 1 and Musselwhite Road. A
Florida-Georgia News article of July 3, 1937 stated,
“The completion of an-airport at Callahan was spurred
on tonight by the passage of a Jocal bill that would
give the State Road Department authority to use
convict labor in completing this project.” Several years
later the airport was taken over by the Navy, renamed
Emergency Landing Field (ELF) Callahan, and served
throughout the war as a part of the Navy’s Jacksonville
based aviation training programs. Numerous military
aviators flying in the area, needing to land because of
problems, touched down safely at Callahan’s Navy
airport.

The overpass at the western edge of town was just
finished in late September of 1935, and paving of State
Road 13, the road to Bryceville began in January of
1936. Construction began on a new white high school
on Wells Road between Boothe and Mickler Streets.
The school opened in mid-May of 1936, and remains
as the nucleus of the current elementary school. The
Conner Company, on the Dixie Highway near Green
Street, was running full page ads selling groceries, toys,
clothing, and yes, even caskets. By March 4, 1937,
James P. Page had sold nine Plymouths and one Desoto
from his Callahan dealership since the first of the year.
In spite of a national depression, Callahan was a
somewhat progressive and beautiful little tree-lined
community of the mid-1930’s.

In 1937, WPA historian, Alice P. Youngblood, wrote
of a tour through the county having high praise of the
Callahan area and a poultry industry second to none.
She stated that “the most interesting part of the county
is the Pine Breeze Farms, the largest poultry industry
in the southeast. About 2 miles east of Callahan are
the Pine Breeze Farms which are divided into two
sections. The one where the office is located covers
about 700 acres. The chicken houses are all well
painted and shaded by a very fine stand of pine trees.
Acres and acres of modern chicken farms. There is an

N.W. Rutherford moved to Callahan about 1898 and bought an old store on Brandies Avenue near
the present offices of the Nassau County Record. In 1907, one of Callahan’s many fires burned the
structure to the ground. Rutherford then moved to another location down Brandies Avenue toward
U.S.1. (below). The second floor of the building on the right was used by the Order of Odd Fellows
and the Masons. These buildings remained in the center of old Callahan until the 1970's.

Rutherford Family Collection




office with telephone and electric light systems. Mr.
Irving is the owner. Mr. Irving is a very brilliant man
but somewhat displeased at not having better roads
through this section. Pine Breeze Farms maintained a
private airport and company aircraft.” The Pinebreeze
poultry farm began in 1911 and by 1926, was producing
90,000 dozen eggs annually of which 20,000 dozen
were used in incubators in the production of baby
chicks. This was during a period when Nassau County
led the southeast in poultry production, according to
a county promotional brochure.

In 1947, Leon Hodges purchased the Callahan
Telephone Company and changed its name to the
Nassau Telephone Company. A new dial system was
installed and the old candlestick phones and local
operators drifted into history. Phone numbers were
four digits in 1947 and everybody knew everybody
else’s number. Annette Wry was the telephone
operator before the system went automatic.

In 1999, Callahan is the smallest of incorporated
municipalities in Nassau County with a population of
approximately 1,000, and a greater Callahan area (zip
code 32011) population of 11,500.
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Today’s Brandies Ace Hardware building began about 1915 as a farmer’s cooperative selling items from
wagons, wheels to feed. Later it served as the Spurlock Meat Market and Jones’ General Merchandise
before being converted by Frank Decker to a garage downstairs and the town’s silent movie house upstairs.
Here was the piano player and a sign that read, “Don’t spit on the floor - Remember the Johnstown flood.”
Brandies Hardware began here in 1945. The Ace franchise was obtained about 1968.

Lucelle Brandies Collection




William “Sonny” N\organ

Sonny Morgan skillfully moulded,
Jor many years, the many brick and
block buildings that survive today
as monuments to turn-into-the-20th

century architecture. As a brick
mason, Sonny traveled by horse
and buggy to many of the
surrounding counties, building
homes, chimneys, turpentine stills,
fixing springs and dipping vats.
Sonny's wife, Ann, and his large
family worked his farm while he Elmer Morgan

was gone, harvesting the crops,

digging potatoes, grinding cane,

thrashing peanuts, and readying corn and rice for the mill. His son, Elmer,
continued his father s work, and Elmer’s son, Major, when old enough, was also
taught the trade. All three of the Morgans are said to have had an excellent eye
and were gifted craftsman.

Pleezing Foods, and the Callahan News occupied two Brandies Avenue
buildings that still stand along the line of Florida’s first Atlantic to Gulf
railroad. Fitzhugh Jones and Will Brandies owned the Pleezing store.
One of the men in the shadows of the News entrance is Lloyd Herrin who
was owner/editor of the paper for many years. In the years before this
early 1930’s photograph was taken, this was the location of the “Pressing
Club” cleaners, Carter’s Sundries, Rutherford’s general store, and the
Bob Jones and Sikes stores. ' Elizabeth Baldwin Pratt Collection

Jean Hodges

'PLEETING FOOD STORE
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There is little
comparison between
today’s Brandies Avenue
and this 1911 view to
the east across Mickler
Street. Here, Brandies
Avenue passes through
the middle and Railroad
Avenue (Dixie) is to the
right on the far side of
the train. On Brandies
Avenue is the old post
office, the jail, the Jones
store, the railroad water
tower, the original
railroad depot, and a
number of other
businesses out of site.

David Petree Collection

D.H. Petree working his
garden on 1912 Green
Street. The camera faces
west with the 60 year old
Callahan business district
along the tracks in the
distance. The garden is
now the residential area
surrounding the
intersection of Green and
Boothe Streets.

Linder Butler Collection

Cliff Brandies shows off his

new sport coupe in the late
1920’s. Clifford Brandies
was born in Callahan, son
of William “Will” Brandies,
and as a young marn
operated a drag line and
crane for with the railroad
in the Carolinas. There he
met and married the
daughter of a railroad
agent, Lucille Maynard in
1932, and brought her back
to Callahan.




Callahan once boomed with
tourists in an era when the
Junction of the railroads and the
Jitneys of King’s Road were as
much as the community could
handle. Here is shown the
family and guests of Julia Ann
Tison in front of the boarding
house she operated at the foot of
Railroad Avenue.
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Lucelle Brandies Collection

The old railroad pump
house supplied water for
the water tower.

Lucelle Brandies Collection

John W. Page and
Will Brandies
were among the
best known section
leaders of the old
railroad days.
Here, Page’s car
has been pulled up
to the Callahan
water tank where
the picture was
taken.
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Callahan State Bank.
Officers and Directors
were those men that
were turn-of-the-
century leaders of the
community. This is
the location of today’s
Nassau County

R

We Want Your Account,
LARGE OR SMALL

AND IT IS TO YOUR INTEREST TO BANK
WITH US [F YOU APPRECIATE SAFETY

AND GOOD JUDGEMENT, WITH A BROAD Record.
AND LIBERAL POLICY. HELP US TO HELP

You. 8
— Q
OFFICERS— DIRECTORS—A. E. Ogilvie R, H. Jones N
P. A, WILSON, President & W.W. Hodges L. L. Owens %
R. H. JONES, Vice-President N i L. Hodges P, A Wilson %ﬁ;
M. Z. BRANDON, Cashier #1. Z. Brandon %
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The Mickler name has been one of those dominating names in
Callahan since Civil War times. Boothe, Mickler, and Brown were
the first streets named for the community’s founding families,
merchants, and community leaders. 0.0. Mickler owned and
operated a mercantile store for many years and a brickyard that,
with the nearby Baldwin yard produced brick for Jacksonville and
many surrounding-counties. 0.0. Mickler was one of the first
mayors of the Town of Callahan.

Q. O Mickler

One of the earliest businesses along the
old Florida Railroad was Brown’s
General Store at the present Mickler
Street and Brandies Avenue. This 1900
picture caught merchant Richard B.
Jones, barely visible in the middle,
William Brown and Mrs. Essie Tison in
Saturday morning conversation.
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In the 1920’s it was the Connell Johnson
Company Feed Store when this shot was
taken. Johnson occupied this wood frame
structure into the 1930’s when it was
purchased by the Clarks’ and converted
into a restaurant known simply as Clark’s
Restaurant. The building was located on
the site of what now is the town hall.

Next to it was William’s Fish Market with
a Standard Oil Station on the corner.

Lucille Brandies Collection

Lucille Brandies Collection

This was the William Henry
“Will” Brandies’ home, built
about 1912 on what became
Brandies Avenue. Wil was the son
of Henry Brandies, first of the
Brandies to have come to this
area, in 1866, from South
Carolina. Henry married a
Martha Ann Adams of Dutton and
bore ten children, one of the
oldest being William Henry.

The Brandies family owned the
home until the early 1970’s when
it was purchased and converted
into the Callahan Funeral Home.
This is one of the early brick
structures built by William
“Sénny ” Morgan.




Willis A. Hodges was born
November 8, 1852, at Moniac,
Georgia, and as a young man lived
at Trader’s Hill. He married Sarah
Stokes, lived on the Georgia side of
the St. Marys until after 1910, and
owned a saw mill southwest of
Callahan since before 1900. Their
son, Walter W. Hodges married
Pearl Edith Owens of Moniac and
worked in the timber business with
his father. Walter owned a grocery
in Callahan just after 1900, and : ‘
built a fine home there about 1909 Willis Alexander Hodges
(below). Walter sold his grocery to '
Newt Conner in 1921, and pursued other interests, in the years to
come, investing in real estate, agriculture, ownership and
operation of saw mills, and was on the Board of Directors of the
Callahan State Bank. By 1929, he had entered the poultry business
remaining in that endeavor successfully for many years.

Collection of Jean Hodges Mizell

Walter W and Peaﬂ Owens Hodges

: Co gs ell
| W.W. Hodges stands on the porch of his home with arm resting on the shoulder of his son, W.W. Hodges, Jr. His wife,
. Pearl, stands nearby while her mother, Laura F. Plunkett Owens, poses on the left. This well preserved home remains
’ today adjacent to the community’s post office. ’

218




o8]0 s8lisd PIeq

Ainguad yiOg 21 oJul Uing ayg

423fp dq1.10ys uayvy som ydoiScroyd S1y] U2y} SLM 2SVULL STY] UIYMN MIU SDN YITYM Y24y I1SudDg Y1 S1 42]U20 ADf 2Y] 37 “2ul0Y S2UOL Y] AJpudsaid ‘dSNOE]
a1y g vIUISALY,, 2Y) SD UMOUY DSNOY UOSIIN Y} S1 L2JUd0 Yy uf “djuunf 22412 2y} JO dU0Y 2y 42]D] 2UL0Y SUIYSN) MM dY) ST 3] Y3 I “SOUIUNUULOD
Qunod Auvut 40/ §3.408 JO ni2-uspP]08 v UL ‘SS2UISNG 0] 2UL0Y WO ADM L12Y] PRISING A0 PI]]OAIS STUIPISRY upypjvy) [PYUSPISAL TUPNfD Ainjud0-2Y)-f0-1iN)

Jo 427u20 21 SDM SIYT Yo4ny) ISYADG UDYDIID)) PADMO] 123435 dYI00g YIIM UOID2SA]U] ST1 YSNOAY] 192G UIDLL) UMOP JSIMYINOS SYOO0] MI1A SNOJALDUL STY ]



A.E. Ogilvie

Betty Ray Collection

The Honorable A.E. Ogilvie’s newly constructed home, in
1907, was a handsome addition to a growing Callahan. Soon
after this picture was taken, the grounds were landscaped with
flowers, fruit trees and shrubs. Mr. Ogilvie was an extensive
land owner advertising, in 1914, two to three thousand acres
for sale at $8 to $10 an acre. Ogilvie was engaged in the
timber and cattle business and served Nassau County in the
State Legislature for two terms. His fine home above remains
at the corner of Boothe and Dixie Avenues.
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The beautiful Nelson
home was popularly
known as the “Virginia
White House.” In the
mid-1900’s, termite
damage forced the
removal of the ornate
porches surrounding
both floors. The home
remains, in 1999, as a
reminder of 19th century
victorian period
architecture.

David Petree Collection

Home of the S.J. Baldwin family and later the Page family. Shown, left to right, are Will Meares holding Mary Hall,
Mrs. Hardee and Reverend Hardee of the Methodist Church, Roberta Perry, Mrs. S.J. Baldwin with Mattie May
Baldwin, Gertrude Perry West, and Mrs. Will Meares. The house was constructed in 1910 and the photograph taken
in 1913. ‘

Elizabeth Baldwin Pratt Collection
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The old King'’s Highway, after about 1910, was rerouted across
Alligator Creek at the present location, then crossed the tracks
and turned right down Railroad Avenue. This was the main street
of Callahan and sometimes served as a playground for young
children and pets. Though heavily traveled by the automobile, the
slow speeds made this practice relatively safe.

229998920026 0209290206260®

W. W. CUSHING }

Many homes and
businesses were erected
within Callahan’s borders
under the masterful hand
of WW. Cushing. He is
pictured above with

his wife Lizzie.

(CONTRACTOR AND BUILDER

G G O G0

Right - An ad from the
Nassau County Leader of
1916.

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FURNISHED ON SHORT
NOTICE.

(”\LLAI[AN H : FL.ORIDA
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R. Lyndol Armstrong
Collection

The Roy Jones saw mill
west of Callahan about the
year 1950. Pictured at
right is Frank Jones
guiding a piece of timber

through the blade.

Jean Hodges Mizell Collection

J.A. Maclntosh
and Mike
Brandies are
caught by the
camera in front
of the Calida
Hotel..

R. Lyndol Armstrong Collection

The Calida Hotel was built
in 1923 and lasted through
the heaviest highway traffic
period of the 1920-1950’s
before closing in 1964.- It is
the only hoiel in Callahan
that did not meet its fate
through fire. The hotel was
stripped of its porch and gas
pumps when King's Highway
was widened, sitting
dormant for years before its
demise. J.Q. and Elizabeth
Whittemore (left) built the
hotel and sons Jimmy (left)
and John helped keep it
going through the years.




, Above is Carl M.
Froitzheim, father of Rudolf
and owner of Sandy Ford
Farm where the first
dasheens were grown in
Nassau County. At right is
the Nassau County Dasheen
Growers Association
pictured in 1923.

e Nagay Gounty W b
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o B Bang snen, DASHEEN—The Wholesome, Delicious Food Product %uscLBJ"::::C o

Wallahan, HNoridy

The Dasheen was a potato like product grown and sold primarily to the
oriental food market. It was first experimented with, in this country, in
1908, and marketed by Rudolf W. Froitzheim of Callahan. Rudolf, J.G.
Page, and Ernest Petree founded the Dasheen Growers Association.

- David Petree Collection

William P Meares

Town of
Callahan Collection
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W, P. MEAR 55
"DEALER AND SHIPPER OF
SWEET POTATOES
CARLOAD LOTS A SPECIALTY

Callahan, Florida,.

He came to Callahan in 1912, at age 40, and invested his life
in community and county interests. He entered the mercantile,
produce, shipping, saw mill and timber businesses, and served
as School Inspector for the Nassau County School Board. He
was one of the first mayors of Callahan and served as Justice
of the Peace for 25 years. He was a member of the Callahan
Baptist Church, was Worshipful Master of the Callahan
Masonic Lodge No.32, and was first Worthy Patron of the
Callahan Chapter of the Order of Eastern Star. This Callahan
man was simply called “Judge” by all those who knew him and
his cheerful disposition.



Brandies Dairy trucks
pose for this photo in
Jacksonville in front
of an ice cream
company. The
Callahan dairy
transported milk to
the company on a
regular basis.

Delivery trucks of
Brandies Dairy
changed, as did the

size of the operations

when moved from the
Golfair district of
Jacksonville to
Callahan. A dairy
was established on
the east-corner of
US301 and SR200
about 1920.

David Petree Collection

Lake Galilee
was at the
present site of
West Nassau
High School.
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Little is known of the settlement of Sharon that
 existed prior to the railroad and the area that
became the Town of Callahan. It is known,
however, that Sharon Baptist Church was
organized by those early settlers of Nassau
County, on May 15, 1841, in the days when
Florida was still a territory. The founder and
first pastor was Elder James McDonald. The
first sanctuary was dedicated December 21,
1842. The photograph of the Callahan Baptist
Church shows the building as it was from 1908
until 1960. A fellowship hall and education

’ building were built in 1948, by 1955,
construction began on a two phase building
project that produced an educational unit by
1959, and by May 8, 1960, services began in the
present sanctuary. The Last service in the
building to the right was April 10, 1960.

Callahan First Bahtist Church Collection

Sanctuaryh.bf\F irst Baptist Church of
Callahan. Circa 1943.

A church history which appeared in
‘Literary Florida’ in October 1948, noted
“at the time of its organization, many of
the charter members where “slave
owners.” And it revealed that eight of the
Negroes were named as part of the first
members of the organizing body.”

R. Lyndol Armstrong Collection

Ladies at Callahan Baptist Church in the
mid-1920’s: Sitting left to right are Miss
Patton, Maggie Gupton, Essie Butler,
Mamie Jones and Mrs. Jackson. Standing
is Julia Wilson, Dallie Jones, Mary Ann
Ogilvie, Ellis, guest Abraham Ogilvie,
Cora Ogilvie, Carter, Maggie Jones,
Florence Pickett, Mary Ann Jones,
Preacher M.D. Jackson, Lee Sauls, Julia
Ann Tison, Flora BoyZes, Rachel Jones,
Lucille Spurlock, Winnie Mae Ogilvie and
Mrs. Rachel Jones.




Greater Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church

Mt. Pleasant was organized in 1872 on the north fringe of old
Callahan, originally called Bush Harbor Church, named so
because of the beautiful surrounding bushes and trees. For more
then a hundred years, this church was located along side of the
black schoolhouse, acting as its guardian and encouraging
black education. The church, in 1999, celebrated

127 years of its existence.

Historic Churches
of Callahan

Michael Swann Collection

New Bethel AME Church

New Bethel was organized in
1868 and is believed the first
black church in Callahan. The
first families were Bryant, Jones,
Wilson, Miles, and Grooms. The
Current building, pictured, was
completed-in 1973.
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Author's Collection

Thomas Creek
Baptist Church, in
1887, was attended
by many from
Callahan, Ratlif, and
areas from both
sides of the Nassau-
Duval County line.
The church was
organized in 1883.

Author's Collection




Records relating to the Callahan
Methodist Church date back to
at least January 30, 1886, when
a quarterly conference for the
Nassau mission was held that
the Callahan parish participated
in. The pastor that year was
Rev. John Duncan and Mr. J.R.
Boothe was superintendent of
the Sunday School. In 1887,
0.0. Mickler was named
superintendent and served for
many years. The church
building was completely
destroyed during the great
hurricane of 1896, but
“immediately rebuilt on U.S.1 in
the center of town” says a
church history. A parsonage
was erected in 1905 and by
1910, a new church building was
‘ completed that served the
community for many years.

Below is a view of the interior of the Methodist Church with Rev. E.J. Hardee
at the center and W.W. Cushing looking on.

fce Cream Festival.

The ladits of Callahan will give an ice
cream festival next Friday night atthe
residence of Mrs. J, P, Blahoney, for the
beuefit of the pastor of the Methodiat
church. Ice cream, cake and other re-
freshments will be served, and a pleasant
time is promised to all who attend. Come
ount and have a good time, and at the
same time contribute to the support of
your pastor whose labors among you have
been so faithfully discharged.

The Florida Record - 1886
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The men were just back from a successful
hunting trip as they posed in front of , , Lucille Brandies Gollestion

what is today’s diner on U.S 301.

The Callahan Pool Room was
at the north end of Brandies
Avenue and managed, at one
time, by a Mr. Kicklighter.

Looking almost due east from the
Brandies Avenue railroad crossing-
toward the Baptist Church in the middle,
the Sikes Hotel at the right, and the white
school between the two. Circa 1910.

David Petree Collection
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On Black Schools in Callahan...... A schoolhouse for black children is believed to have existed here years before the Civil
War, in the days of the community of Sharon. Retired black educator Doyle Arline, himself a student of local black history,
related his personal knowledge from researchrand stories passed down. Doyle purchased the property and now lives in the old
school house half a mile north of Callahan’s center that was known as Callahan’s black elementary and junior high school since
way before the turn into the 20th century. This is his way of helping to preserve the community’s black history. There are two
buildings, one in which Doyle and his wife live, the other waiting for Doyle’s crafty hands. The buildings were once connected
by a common gabled roof and walkway. “This side,” with Doyle pointing at one end of the building, “was Helen Carter’s room
and I believe she taught third and fourth grade. On the other side was first and second grade. Grades five through nine were in
the adjoining building.” At the front of the upper-grades building is a 10 by 20 foot concrete slab that was at one time the
school cafeteria. Water was available by carrying buckets from a well on the back side of the buildings. There were about four
teachers that he could remember, and more than a hundred students. -

In the rear was the woodshed, the wood house, two or three privies for the girls, and the faculty privies. The boy’s
privie’s were on the opposite side of the buildings. In a field in the rear was where the boys played baseball. Each school
day started with the different grades lining up at the flag pole near the main double doors (photo at right, top) on the south
side, where they recited the pledge to the flag before marching in to their classes. Midweek there was assembly with the
everyone marching to the chapel before being dismissed for the day. In the days before the cafeteria, those who did not
bring lunch went across the street to John Paul’s store where they could buy a drink and crumb cakes. Doyle remembers
that in the 1940’s, one of Callahan’s beloved educators, Mrs. Whitfield, was the principal. She had spent a lifetime
devoted to the children of Callahan and later several schools in Duval County.

Doyle referred to another black school location saying “it might have been there before they had this one, just south of
where White Street intersects with CR115.” Doyle told of the Whitfields and the Carters and of Ulysses Carter going off
to Florida A&M. “Ulysses entered the service and, with a commission, came back to Callahan with a car, the first local
black to have a car - and that was something exciting. The Whitfields and the Carters were the educators in the black
community here.” In 1953, the Pine Forest School was completed on CR115 and the old school doors were closed forever.

Celebrating the grand opening of the Pine Forest school, Callahan’s first brick school for the colored. The

school was located a quarter of a mile north on CR115 and is now the Callahan Middle School. Callahan had
arches on the north and south entrances into town on King’s Highway before widening to four lanes in the 1950's.
Ph0t 0 Cil’Cd ]953 Leon Hodges Collection / Photo by James P. Floyd
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Doyle Arline Collection

At the left is Callahan’s colored school until the
Pine Forest school opened in 1953. It remains
today north of town 'in a thicket of hardwood, on a
short dirt road called Historical Lane, befitting the
nature of the surrounding structures. Photo circa
1950’s.

The old wood frame school is believed to
have been built in the 1870’s serving the
- white community until 1910 when the brick
building below was constructed. This early
picture may have been all of the school’s
student body. The school was located near
Green and Railroad Avenues.

A first and second grade school was at Mickler
and U.S.301 that today is a private home.

The second white school in
Callahan was built about 1910
near Boothe Street and Second

Avenue. In 1936, there was a fire
on the second floor which did an
extensive amount of damage.
Fortunately a new school was
ready for occupancy in September
of that year. In the process of the
move to the new building, it was
learned that the boys had stashed
a five gallon jug of moonshine in
the old outhouse.
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Tom Butler Collection

The Seaboard Coast Line
freighter “Fanny”
paralleling Brandies Avenue
to the left. This track was
removed in the 1970s.

Circa 1968.

-At right the Amtrac
passenger train #84 takes
the turn to parallel Brandies
Avenue. The depot is the
same as pictured on the
right of page 203 after being
moved here in the 1960’s. It
eventually was returned to
near its old location and
restored as a museum.
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Railroad Agent Hollis Ray
proudly posed at the Callahan
switching tower where he
worked many years of his
railroad career. Circa 1940s.

Below, agent Linder Butler

carried on his childhood career

dreams of pulling levers, lining
up the rails, and running the
local railroad depot. Linder

retired in 1981 with 40 years of
proud service with the Seaboard

line.

T Linder Butler

Ben Butler Collection

Ben Butler Collection




Patricia Brandies Fachko Collectin
The Brandies Guest House advertised as “modern and comfortable - Your home away from home.” Guest houses
had been around for hundreds of years before the advent of the motel with every small community having two or
three. The Brandies Guest House was on U.S.1, directly across the street from today’s McDonald’s restaurant. The
phone number at the Brandies Guest house was 2351. Though this had been a residence for many years prior, the
Brandies did not begin taking guests until about 1950 and operated until the late 1960s.

Frank & Barbara Speal Collection

The name Rainbow has been a landmark
at the intersection of SR 200 and U.S.1
for many years as a restaurant or tire
and auto repair facility. This postcard
photograph is believed taken about 1950.

Betty Ray Collection

Mayor Hollis Robert Ray; Sr.

Hollis Ray came to Callahan in 1940, and soon after married
Lucinda Ogilvie, daughter of a pioneer Nassau County family -
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Ogilivie. Hollis Ray was as a telegrapher
with the Seaboard Coastline Railroad, for many years at the
Callahan tower, then with its closing, at the tower in Folkston.
At his death in 1970, he had been Mayor of Callahan for 10
years. ’
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U. S. ROUTE L THROUGH CALLAHAN, FLA.

Jean Hodges Mizell Collection

Peacefully beautiful were the trees of U.S.1 in this scene looking south from Green Street just beyond the Conners
Building on the right. Unfortunately, the trees where removed when the highway was widened. The Conner Building
was built in 1927 by John Newton Conner and initially housed Conners General Merchandise. After 1940, the store
continued with brothers Red and Bill Conner as owners. Albert Conner operated the-drug store which some may
recall having an old fashioned soda fountain. The drug store was sold in 1959, to Stanley Long who operated it as
Long’s Sundries, a favorite hangout because of its cherry smash sodas and pool table. Late one February evening of
1992, fire consumed the 65 year old building, leaving only pleasant memories of years gone by.

Moving south of the location of the photograph above several blocks, turned around looking north, is this 1950's shot
through U.S.1 and SR200. To the right is the building that housed Clark’s Restaurant (page 217), the Calida Hotel on
the distant right side of the road, and the Conner Building on the distant left side of the road. Seventy years ago this
was Wells intersection, tree lined with a dairy on the right behind Clark’s Restaurant, beautiful trees, and a few homes.

Dorothy Shaw Collection
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